INTRODUCING
THE YARRA
STRATEGIC
PLAN

The Yarra Strategic Plan is a 10 year overarching
policy and planning framework for the Yarra
River corridor. The plan will set the foundation for
delivery of the Yarra River 50 Year Community
Vision.
The draft Yarra Strategic Plan has been prepared by the
Yarra Collaboration Committee, which is made up of
representatives from Wurundjeri Woi wurrung Cultural Heritage
Aboriginal Corporation; Banyule City Council; Boroondara
City Council; the Department of Environment, Land, Water
and Planning; Department of Transport (including VicRoads),
and VicTrack; Manningham Council; Melbourne City Council;
Melbourne Water; Nillumbik Shire Council; Parks Victoria; Port
Phillip and Westernport Catchment Management Authority;
Stonnington City Council; Victorian Planning Authority; Yarra
City Council and Yarra Ranges Council.
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The story of the Yarra and its parklands
The Yarra River has flowed for at least 100 million years. Shifting and cutting new
paths across the landscape, the river has shaped Greater Melbourne.
From the near pristine flanks of Mt Baw Baw, the Yarra River flows for 242
kilometres through its protected forested catchment, agricultural land,
townships and suburbs into the heart of Melbourne and out to Port Phillip Bay.
The Yarra River provides Melburnians with 70% of our world-class drinking water.
It is a valuable natural asset that supports the community by providing water for
potable and agricultural uses, areas for recreation, and protected areas that
allow native flora and fauna to thrive. The river corridor is a key contributor to
Melbourne’s famous liveability; it encourages us to walk, row, cycle, run, play,
swim, reflect, appreciate, observe and explore. The river corridor provides an
estimated $730 million in value to the community annually, with recreation
and aesthetic benefits being the largest contributors. This is in addition to the
significant value provided by the Yarra River as the city’s main water supply.
The river acts as a timeline of our geographical and cultural history. The Yarra
River and its lands have always been pivotal in the lives of the Traditional
Owners and have also shaped the European settlement of Melbourne.
To the Wurundjeri Woi wurrung people, the river is known as the Birrarung,
meaning ‘river of mists and shadows’. It is the sacred lifeblood of their Country,
providing food, water and meeting places, as well as being a central element
in the Wurundjeri Woi wurrung people’s cultural and spiritual life.
The role of the river in the lives of the Wurundjeri Woi wurrung people has been
captured and carried in oral memory for tens of thousands of years.
The Wurundjeri Woi wurrung people have lived in harmony with their surrounding
environment, managing the country along the Birrarung to ensure a continuous

and sustainable food supply. Today Wurundjeri Woi wurrung people continue
their active role in caring for Country.
For European settlers from 1835 onwards, the river provided a reliable water
supply for the frontier town that would become Melbourne and became a
focal point for settlement, commerce and industry.
Colonisation led to large-scale devastation of the Aboriginal population in
Victoria. European settlement displaced many Aboriginal people from their
land and had a major impact on the health of the river.
In direct contrast with the harmonious management of the river by Traditional
Owners early colonists’, land clearing, sewage and industry polluted the Yarra’s
lower reaches.
Over the last century, there have been several successful government and
community-led campaigns to improve the health of the Yarra River and its
lands. As Melbourne faces its third, and largest, wave of population growth,
modern governance and management will be more important than ever to
protect the Yarra River.
To refocus the way the Yarra River corridor is managed and protected, the
Victorian Government has worked with the Wurundjeri Woi wurrung Cultural
Heritage Aboriginal Corporation2 to deliver the Yarra River Protection (Wilipgin Birrarung murron) Act 2017 (the Act). This legislation enshrines in law the
protection of the Yarra River corridor and acknowledges the significance of the
river to the Wurundjeri Woi wurrung people, highlighting their ongoing role in its
management.
The Act calls for collaborative management of the Yarra River corridor, driven
by the development of the Yarra Strategic Plan and a long-term community
vision. Together, these documents will ensure that the Yarra River is protected ‘as
one living and integrated natural entity’.
Draft Yarra Strategic Plan
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A powerful water policy and community vision

Yarra River 50 Year Community Vision

Nhanbu narrun ba ngargunin twarn Birrarung (Ancient Spirit & Lore of
the Yarra)

The landmark Yarra River Protection (Wilip-gin Birrarung murron) Act 2017 calls
for the development of a long-term community vision which identifies the
community’s ‘values, priorities and preferences’ in relation to the management
of the Yarra River corridor.

The Wurundjeri Woi wurrung Cultural Heritage Aboriginal Corporation
developed Nhanbu narrun ba ngargunin twarn Birrarung to define their
ambitions for planning, policy and decision-making for the Birrarung.
The policy Nhanbu narrun ba ngargunin twarn Birrarung, meaning ‘Ancient
Spirit and Lore of the Yarra’, was launched in May 2018.
The policy has informed the development of the Yarra Strategic Plan, ensuring
that the Wurundjeri’s aspirations for the river, and the inclusion of Traditional
Owners in the ongoing management of the Birrarung, are prioritised.
The participation of the Wurundjeri Woi wurrung Cultural Heritage Aboriginal
Corporation in the development of the draft plan represents the Victorian
Government’s commitment to meaningful partnerships to protect
our Birrarung.

‘As the Traditional Owners of the Birrarung
and its surrounding country, the Wurundjeri will
bring their unique knowledge, connections
and understandings of the River and the wider
Yarra catchment into the Yarra Strategic Plan to
enhance the integrity of the Plan.’
– Nhanbu narrun ba ngargunin twarn Birrarung
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After engaging with over 2500 Victorians in 20173 to find out what they value
about the Yarra, an independent consultant selected 24 community members
to write the 50 year community vision.
The vision sets out the community’s long-term aspirations for the Yarra River
corridor. The Yarra Strategic Plan is an overarching policy and planning
framework to guide management of the river and bring the vision to life with
local and state government agencies, Traditional Owners and the community.
In recognition of the Victorian Government’s commitment to delivering on the
community vision, the vision document was launched in May 2018 by the Hon.
Lisa Neville, MP, Minister for Water, the Hon. Richard Wynne, MP, Minister for
Planning and the Hon. Lily D’Ambrosio, MP, Minister for Energy, Environment and
Climate Change.

YARRA RIVER 50 YEAR
COMMUNITY VISION
Our Yarra River, Birrarung, is recognised around the world as an
iconic example of a nurturing relationship between a river and
its community.
Flowing from source to sea, it is the resilient lifeblood of past,
present and future generations of Victorians. It connects and
enriches our flourishing city, suburbs, regions and beyond.
Our Yarra River, Birrarung, its essential role in our lives and its rich
history, are respected, understood and protected. It has cared
for us for thousands of years and will for thousands to come.
The vital and continued role of Traditional Owners as
custodians of the river, and its role in their culture, is recognised
and celebrated.
Our Yarra River, Birrarung, and its diverse surrounding
landscapes provide a place of refuge, recreation, learning
and livelihood. It brings communities together and supports
sustainable local economies.
Its clean waters and connected network of thriving green
spaces nurture biodiversity, and deepen the relationship
between people and nature.
Our Yarra River, Birrarung, is respected as a sacred natural living
entity and everyone takes responsibility for its care. Its health
and integrity are paramount and uncompromised.
What is good for the Yarra is good for all.

Draft Yarra Strategic Plan
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The future of the river: climate change and population growth
Over the next 100 years, it is predicted that there will be a dramatic and longterm decline in rainfall, increases in temperature and more frequent extreme
weather events in Victoria4.
For Greater Melbourne, climate change will mean less water entering our dams
and waterways, as well as more frequent extreme weather such as droughts,
floods and heatwaves. This change is already being felt, with the amount of
rainfall entering the Yarra River halving since 20125.
Hotter, drier temperatures will increase bushfire risk, placing lives, jobs, homes
and the environment at risk.
We can expect higher maximum temperatures in summer, which will
exacerbate urban heat impacts on communities. The prevalence of heatabsorbing materials, such as bitumen and concrete, will mean people living in
urban areas will be more susceptible to negative health and wellbeing impacts
caused by heat waves.
For the Yarra River, more intense storm events will result in poorer water quality,
increased sediment and nutrient loads, reduced dissolved oxygen, rapid
alteration of habitats, and reduced amenity and access for communities.
Over the longer term, warming and drying trends will affect the plants and
animals that can survive in and along the river.

This growth will place further pressure on the Yarra River and its lands.
To accommodate the growing population, around 140,000 additional homes
will be constructed within the Yarra River corridor by 20417. Without stronger
management, development will likely increase stormwater runoff, impacting the
health of the Yarra, and potentially also compromising the river’s landscapes,
views and access.
Higher-density living will increase demand for public open space as well as
placing pressure on existing parklands. Green spaces promote health and
wellbeing as well as increasing opportunities for recreation.
While planning and investment have maintained the city’s liveability, the
State of the Yarra and Its Parklands report8 indicates that the river is already
experiencing the impacts of climate change and population growth.
The report suggests the river is in poor condition and that the key threats to its
health are litter, sewage, pollution, urban development and invasive species.
Litter is of particular concern with nearly 180 tonnes of rubbish pulled from
the Yarra River over a four-year period. These threats will be exacerbated by
population growth and climate change.

All these changes will have a significant impact on the ability of the Yarra River
corridor to adapt and thrive.

To protect the Yarra River corridor we must work collaboratively to manage
these pressures. We must act now to ensure the river remains a thriving part of
Greater Melbourne.

A decline in the health of the river corridor will likely affect the Yarra’s ability
to support the many economic activities that take place along it, including
farming, tourism and hospitality.

To deliver on Traditional Owners’ aspirations and the community’s vision, the
Yarra Strategic Plan will work to protect the Yarra River corridor, using the State
of the Yarra and Its Parklands as a benchmark for progress.

Climate change is expected to occur against a backdrop of rapid population
growth in Melbourne, which will place pressure on infrastructure, services and
the environment.
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As Melbourne grows to almost 8 million people by 20516, the city will change
significantly, with new communities developing in growth areas and higherdensity housing being built in inner areas.
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10 YEAR PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVES

The Yarra Strategic Plan: the first integrated river corridor
strategy
As a 10 year strategy, the Yarra Strategic Plan sets the foundation to achieve
the Yarra River 50 Year Community Vision and deliver on the aspirations
contained in the Wurundjeri Woi wurrung Cultural Heritage Aboriginal
Corporation’s Birrarung Water Policy.

A healthy river
and lands

A culturally diverse
river corridor

To help guide our activities in the Yarra River corridor, we have identified four
10 year performance objectives. These objectives represent the changes
we are seeking for the river. The objectives have been informed by the Yarra
River Protection (Wilip-gin Birrarung murron) Act 2017 (the Act) and the broad
objectives contained in the Victorian Government’s Yarra River Action Plan9.

Improving the water quality of
the Yarra River and protecting
its land, floodplains and
billabongs to achieve greater
biodiversity.

Acknowledging, protecting
and commemorating the rich
heritage of the Birrarung and
its stories.

Protecting the Natural Beauty
of the Yarra River corridor

10 year performance objectives
As we work together to achieve the performance objectives in this Yarra
Strategic Plan we acknowledge the social, recreational and economic value
the river provides to Melburnians. Underpinning these four objectives is the
intrinsic relationship between the river and its community.

‘In fifty years I will be 61 years young. I imagine
you will be a beautiful flowing river with platypus,
ducks and fish. What I love about you is how
you’re surviving against pollution.’
– letter to the Yarra River from Ben, age 11

Quality parklands for
a growing population

Protecting the natural beauty
of the Yarra River corridor

Improving the river’s parklands
to support community
wellbeing and strengthen
the relationship between the
Yarra River, its community and
visitors.

Respecting the significance of
the Yarra River’s landscapes.
Where we build, we will
protect and celebrate
the river’s natural beauty,
landscapes and views.

Draft Yarra Strategic Plan
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The scope of the Yarra Strategic Plan10
To guide and manage activities on public and private land, the Act designates
three categories of land to which the plan applies11:
Yarra Strategic Plan area defines the boundaries of the plan. The area includes
land of any kind located within one kilometre of the banks of the Yarra River.
Some areas are defined as excluded land12:
Yarra River land is designated to allow for coordinated management of public
land along the waterway. Yarra River land is the largest category of land
protected by the Act. It includes the bed, soil and banks of the Yarra River and
Crown and state government owned land parcels within 500 metres of a bank
of the river13. Yarra River land does not include private land and some areas are
defined as excluded land14.
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Greater Yarra Urban Parklands

Billabongs

Greater Yarra Urban Parklands recognises the network of parklands along the
Yarra River as one of Melbourne’s greatest open space assets that enhances
the city’s economic prosperity, vitality and liveability. At present, Greater
Yarra Urban Parklands include Yarra River land that is used as public open
space between Punt Road, South Yarra, and the urban growth boundary in
Warrandyte. Amendments to planning schemes that relate to rezoning land
within the Greater Yarra Urban Parklands must be ratified by both houses of
parliament.

DRAFT YARRA STRATEGIC PLAN
10 YEAR PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVES
Purpose and structure of the plan
The plan is the first integrated river corridor strategy. It identifies immediate
actions for the river, enables long-term collaborative management between
agencies and Traditional Owners, and guides local planning. The plan is split
into two interrelated parts:
Part 1 – Working together to deliver the community’s vision
In the next 10 years, our collaborative action for the Yarra River will be vital to
protect the Yarra against further decline in the face of climate change and
population growth. In 2018/19, it is estimated that state and local government
agencies invested over $45 million in the management of the Yarra River
corridor.
In the next 10 years, the Yarra Strategic Plan will enable a coordinated
approach to investment on public land and waterway management to ensure
that we deliver greater value from our investments and achieve broader
benefits for the river and the community.
Part 1 celebrates the current commitments planned for the river, acknowledge
the history of the Traditional Owners and recognise their intrinsic relationship to
the Yarra River, Birrarung, and outline a modern governance approach for our
collaborative action on Yarra River land in the next 10 years.
Part 2 – Land use framework
The land use framework provides directions for land use and development
to ensure that activities throughout the corridor deliver on the performance
objectives over the next 10 years. The framework complements the
collaborative actions on Yarra River land and ensures that the Yarra River is at
the centre of planning and decision-making.

‘What is good for the Yarra is good for all.’
– Yarra River 50 Year Community Vision

PART 1 – WORKING TOGETHER TO
DELIVER THE COMMUNITY VISION
What we are already doing for the Yarra:
current investment and management for the protection and
improvement of Yarra River land.
Custodianship of the Birrarung:
Traditional Owners bring their unique knowledge and
understanding of the river to the plan. Their involvement in
policy planning, decision-making and management of the river
will help preserve and restore the wellbeing of the Birrarung.
Collaborative actions for the next 10 years:
outlines changes to our current governance models to align
activities and coordinate investment. The draft plan sets
out a series of foundational actions to enable collaborative
management of the Yarra River and achieve the 10 year
performance objectives.

PART 2 – LAND USE FRAMEWORK
Land use framework:
ensures that the Yarra is at the centre of future land use and
development decisions. As a regional framework, it provides a
spatial structure to ensure that activities throughout the corridor
align with the 10 year performance objectives and the 50 Year
Community Vision and Birrarung Water Policy.

Draft Yarra Strategic Plan
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PART 1

WORKING
TOGETHER TO
DELIVER THE
COMMUNITY
VISION
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WHAT WE
ARE ALREADY
DOING FOR
THE YARRA

In the coming year, members of the Yarra Collaboration
Committee have committed to over $80 million of investment
in the Yarra River corridor. We will implement these projects
and initiatives while we test the directions of the plan with the
community.
This chapter outlines each of the Yarra Collaboration Committee members’
roles and responsibilities in the Yarra River corridor. The chapter also includes
an overview of investment taking place in 2019/20 and explains existing
mechanisms that shape our management of the Yarra River corridor.
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Nillumbik Shire Council: local government
responsible for riverside suburbs including
Eltham and Bend of Islands.
Over 45 km of the Yarra River runs through
the Shire of Nillumbik, with over 1000 ha of
Yarra River land in the council area.

Managing the Yarra River corridor
The plan has been prepared by
Melbourne Water in collaboration
with members of the Yarra
Collaboration Committee:

Banyule City Council: local government responsible for
riverside suburbs including Ivanhoe, Heidelberg and Lower
Plenty.

Yarra
Glen

LOWER RURAL
REACH

Over 20 km of the Yarra River runs through Banyule City
Council, with approximately 281 ha of Yarra River land in
the council area.

Yering Gorge
Yering

Yarra City Council: local government
responsible for riverside suburbs including
Burnley, Richmond and Abbotsford.

SUBURBAN
REACH

Wonga
Park

Over 20 km of the Yarra River runs through
Yarra City Council, with approximately 275 ha
of Yarra River land in the council area.

LOWER RURAL
REACH
Westerfolds
Park

INNER CITY
REACH

Manningham City Council: local government responsible
for riverside suburbs including Bulleen, Templestowe and
Warrandyte.

Heide Museum
of Modern Art
Bolin Bolin
Billabong

Yarra
Bend Park

Studley Park
Docklands

SUBURBAN
REACH

MCG

Stonnington City Council: local government
responsible for riverside suburbs including South
Yarra and Toorak.

Boroondara City Council: local government responsible
for riverside suburbs including Hawthorn, Kew and North
Balwyn.

Approximately 4 km of the Yarra River runs
through Stonnington City Council, with 16 ha of
Yarra River land in the council area.

Over 23 km of the Yarra River runs through Boroondara
City Council, with approximately 164 ha of Yarra River
land in the council area.

Punt
Road
Fishermans Bend

Port Phillip Bay
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INNER CITY
REACH
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Over 50 km of the Yarra River runs through Manningham
City Council, with over 1000 ha of Yarra River land in the
council area.

Burke Road

Dights Falls

Bolte Bridge

Warrandyte

Finns
Reserve

Herring
Island

Melbourne City Council: local government responsible for
the municipality of Melbourne, within the inner city reach
of the Yarra River.
Over 10 km of the Yarra River runs through Melbourne City
Council.

TarraWarra
Museum of Art

Healesville
Upper Yarra
Reservoir

Yarra Ranges
National Park

Port Philip and Westernport Catchment
Management Authority (PPWCMA): natural
resource management authority in the Port Phillip
and Westernport region. PPWCMA develops and
oversees the implementation of the Regional
Catchment Strategy. Responsible for the planning
and coordination of land, water and biodiversity
management in the catchment.
Warramate Hills Nature
Conservation Reserve

UPPER RURAL
REACH

UPPER RURAL
REACH

Woori Yallock

McMahons
Creek

Yarra State Forest

Warburton

Lilydale to Warburton
Rail Trail

Parks Victoria: responsible for managing an expanding and
diverse park network across Victoria. Parks Victoria manages
a significant portion of the parklands along the Yarra River, in
particular Yarra Bend Park, Yarra Valley Parklands, Yarra Ranges
National Park and Westerfolds Park. Parks Victoria also oversees
the recreational and navigational management of the river
from the source to Bolte Bridge.

Yarra
Junction

Parks Victoria oversees over 70,000 ha of Yarra River land
throughout the river corridor.

Wurundjeri Woi wurrung Cultural Heritage Aboriginal
Corporation: Traditional Owners and the Registered
Aboriginal Party for the Birrarung above Dights
Falls. The Wurundjeri Woi wurrung bring their unique
knowledge, connections and understandings of
the river. Their interdependent relationship with
the environment provides a blueprint for holistic
management of the river and its lands.

Yarra Ranges Council: local government
responsible for the largest area of the Yarra River.
Its area stretches from the lower rural to the upper
rural reach.

Department of Transport (including VicRoads), and VicTrack:
plans, builds and operates an integrated, sustainable and
safe transport system across Victoria. Responsible for longterm planning and development of the transport network
throughout the Yarra River catchment, including integrating
public transport with other modes such as cars, cycling, and
walking.

Victorian Planning Authority: works with councils
and local communities, government agencies,
landowners and developers to plan for strategically
important precincts in the inner and middle rings of
Melbourne.

Melbourne Water: responsible for the environmental
management of all waterways (including the bed
and banks of the Yarra River) and major drainage
systems in relation to water quality, flood protection
and floodplain management affecting the river.

Launching
Place

Over 130 km of the Yarra River runs through the
Yarra Ranges, with more than 100,000 ha of Yarra
River land within the council area.

Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP):
creates liveable, inclusive and sustainable communities with
thriving natural environments. DELWP brings together Victoria’s
climate change, energy, environment, water, forests, planning,
local government and emergency management functions
into a single department.
DELWP oversees more than 47,000 ha of Yarra River land
throughout the river corridor.

Draft Yarra Strategic Plan
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Investment highlights

Yarra City Council has
committed over $450,000 to
restore bushland along the
Yarra River corridor.

Collectively, we have committed over $80 million
of investment in the Yarra River corridor for 2019/20.

Yarra
Glen

Yering Gorge

Melbourne City Council has committed over
$25 million towards the renewal of Southbank
Boulevard, Promenade and Queensbridge Square.

Banyule City Council has
committed $1.9 million to
upgrade the Banyule Flats
Reserve Pavilion.

Yering

Melbourne City Council has
committed over $8 million to connect
the community to the Yarra River
through New Year’s Eve fireworks and
Moomba festival celebrations.

Wonga
Park

Warrandyte

Yarra City Council,
Stonnington City Council
and Melbourne City Council
collectively committed over
$2.5 million to improve their
urban forest network.

Westerfolds
Park
Finns
Reserve
Heide Museum
of Modern Art
Bolin Bolin
Billabong

Yarra
Bend Park
Burke Road

Melbourne Water and Manningham City Council
have collectively committed over $600,000 to
improve the health of billabongs in the Yarra
River corridor. This includes integrated water
management, watering for Bolin Bolin and Banyule
billabongs and investigations at Annulus Billabong.

Dights Falls

Studley Park
Bolte Bridge

Docklands

MCG
Punt
Road

Fishermans Bend
Herring
Island

Port Phillip Bay
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Boroondara City Council has
committed over $1 million
to improve stormwater
management through works
at Chandler Park wetland and
Macleay Park raingarden.

Manningham City Council and
Boroondara City Council have
collectively committed $500,000 for
biodiversity programs and works in
the Yarra River corridor.

Manningham City Council has
committed $2 million to improve
safety, access and connectivity
to Warrandyte State Park and the
Yarra River through the Jumping
Creek Road Stage 1B upgrade.

Manningham City Council and Stonnington
City Council have collectively committed
$800,000 to improve and extend the Main
Yarra Trail.

TarraWarra
Museum of Art

Nillumbik Shire Council has
committed $4 million to extend
Diamond Creek Trail and connect
the Main Yarra Trail through to
Hurstbridge.

Healesville

Upper Yarra
Reservoir

Yarra Ranges Council, the Victorian
State Government and the Federal
Government have committed over
$8.5 million towards the development
of the Yarra Valley Trail.

McMahons
Creek

Yarra Ranges
National Park

Yarra State Forest

Warramate Hills Nature
Conservation Reserve

The Department of Land, Environment, Water and
Planning has committed $200,000 to prepare the
Yarra River – Bulleen Precinct Land Use Framework Plan.

Warburton

Lilydale to Warburton
Rail Trail
Woori Yallock
Launching
Place

The Department of
Environment, Land,
Water and Planning
has committed over
$2 million to support a
healthy river and lands
throughout the Yarra
River corridor.

Collectively, we have committed
over $10 million for drainage and
capital works throughout the
Yarra River corridor.

Yarra
Junction

Parks Victoria, Yarra
City Council and
Manningham City
Council have committed
over $9.1 million to
parkland management
and improvements
throughout the Yarra River
corridor.

The Department of
Land, Environment,
Water and Planning
has committed over
$4 million towards the
Warburton Mountain
Bike Destination.

Melbourne Water has
committed over $3.7 million
towards maintenance programs
in the Yarra River corridor.

Port Philip and Westernport Catchment
Management Authority has committed $300,000
to help threatened Helmeted Honeyeater and
Leadbeater’s Possum populations.

Draft Yarra Strategic Plan
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Enhancing the Yarra River’s biodiversity
The Yarra River Biodiversity project was first initiated in 2010 by
Stonnington City Council, which has invested more than $8.4 million to
increase habitat connectivity, improve water quality, grow the urban
forest and offer enhanced recreation and educational opportunities
for their community. In 2018 the project won the Keep Victoria Beautiful
Sustainable Cities Award for Protection of the Environment.
The project is an outstanding example of how we can revitalise the
Yarra’s environment and improve opportunities for the community to
connect with the river.
In the next year, Stonnington City Council will invest a further $1 million in
continued funding on the Yarra River and Gardiners Creek Biodiversity
Project.
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Creating a valley-wide loop

Supporting Birrarung rangers

Works are underway on the first stages of the Yarra Valley Trail,
connecting Lilydale to Yarra Glen. The first stage will open up views
of the Yarra Valley not seen for over 40 years and includes new and
repaired bridges to replace the heritage rail bridges that were lost in the
2009 Black Saturday bushfires.

This new three-year program will establish traineeships for a small
team of Aboriginal people to learn and work in conservation, habitat
restoration and land management within the river corridor.

A total of $8.5 million will be invested in Stage 1, with $3.5 million from
State Government, $2.5 million from Federal Government and $2.5
million from Yarra Ranges Council.
Once complete, the trail will link Lilydale, Yarra Glen, Healesville and
connect into the Lilydale to Warburton Rail Trail, offering a unique
recreational and cultural experience of the Yarra Valley.

2019/21 investment to initiate the Birrarung rangers program:
• An initial investment of $600,000 will be invested by DELWP to support:
-

Traditional Owner capacity building and self-determination

-

integration of Traditional Owner ecological knowledge into
natural resource management

-

cultural land and water management practices and the
continuity of Aboriginal culture, community and connection to
Country within urban and rural landscapes

-

the important cultural and spiritual connection Traditional Owners
have with the Birrarung and its parklands.

Draft Yarra Strategic Plan

Part 1
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Existing mechanisms for managing the Yarra
In addition to the immediate investment for the Yarra River corridor, state and
local government agencies are continuing their efforts to deliver on a range of
commitments that will benefit the Yarra River and its parklands. These include:

Protecting Victoria’s Environment – Biodiversity 2037 is the Victorian
Government’s plan to stop the decline of biodiversity and improve the state’s
natural environment over the next 20 years. It highlights the need to protect
our waterways to improve biodiversity and protect related ecosystem services.
The strategy recognises that the ‘natural environment is not only beautiful, it is
fundamental to the health and wellbeing of every Victorian’.
The Yarra catchment and corridor will contribute to state targets:
• 60 ha of new permanently protected areas on private land
• 2378 ha of pest herbivore control in priority locations
• 2855 ha of pest predator in priority locations
• 1369 ha of weed control in priority locations.
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Water for Victoria aims to manage water resources now and into the future to
ensure its continued role in supporting a healthy environment, a prosperous
economy and thriving communities.
Released in late 2016, Water for Victoria announced $537 million in funding over
four years to strengthen water security, protect jobs and agriculture, recognise
Aboriginal water values and improve environmental health across the state.

The Port Phillip and Western Port Regional Catchment Strategy (RCS) aims
to protect the environmental assets that are the cornerstones of healthy
and resilient ecosystems in the Port Phillip and Westernport region, and to
enhance collaboration and coordination between organisations involved in
environmental management.
Achieving these targets for the Yarra Catchment supports the delivery of the
Yarra Strategic Plan:
• At least maintain the extent of native vegetation that is permanently
protected and managed primarily for conservation purposes.
• At least retain the collective quantity/quality of the other native vegetation
across the landscape.
• Undertake major revegetation to generate major new ‘Nature Links’ to
improve habitat extent, connectivity and resilience.
• Stabilise and improve the health of populations of native flora and fauna
species that are threatened with extinction.
• At least maintain the diversity of native animal species present in the
catchment.
• Retain extensive and healthy rural landscapes and open space that
supports habitat for native species, productive and valuable agriculture,
food security, clean air, carbon sequestration, water quality, social amenity
values, cultural values and tourism.

Melbourne Water’s Healthy Waterways Strategy (HWS) outlines a shared vision
for protecting and improving waterways across the Port Phillip and Westernport
region. The strategy was co-designed with over 400 community representatives
and stakeholders.
The Yarra Strategic Plan will contribute to delivering the water quality targets
outlined in the Healthy Waterways Strategy and build on the performance
objectives outlined for the Yarra Catchment. Specifically, the HWS performance
objectives that support the Yarra Strategic Plan include:
• implementing stormwater harvesting in priority rural townships
• investigating options to increase the environmental water reserve by 10 GL/
year by 2028
• establishing 376 km and maintaining 1793 km of continuous vegetated
buffers across the Yarra Catchment
• maintain 735 km of high and very high quality vegetation in headwaters and
tributaries across the Yarra Catchment.
Draft Yarra Strategic Plan

Part 1

29

The Victorian State Government’s Plan Melbourne will
guide the growth of our city for the next 35 years. It sets
the strategy for supporting jobs, housing and transport,
while building on Melbourne’s legacy of liveability
and sustainability.

The Yarra Integrated Water Management Forum’s
Yarra Strategic Directions Statement 2018 articulates
the regional context, shared vision and strategic
water-related outcomes for the Yarra Catchment.
The Yarra River 50 Year Community Vision informs the
Yarra Integrated Water Management Forum’s vision for
integrated water management in the catchment.

State of the Yarra and Its Parklands report provides
a comprehensive baseline for the environmental
condition of the Yarra River corridor: a clear starting
point to which future assessments can be compared. In
addition to evaluating environmental condition, future
reports will also report on the key objectives of the Yarra
Strategic Plan.
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Living Melbourne: our metropolitan urban forest aims
to create a greener, more liveable Melbourne. This
strategy focuses on improving the quality and quantity
of trees and vegetation in the urban forest – whether on
public or private land.

Metropolitan
Open Space
Strategy

A new draft Metropolitan Open Space Strategy to
deliver Action 93 of Plan Melbourne 2017–2050, will
enhance recreation, amenity, health and wellbeing,
species diversity, sustainable water management
and urban cooling across Melbourne’s open space
network.

The Victorian Cycling Strategy 2018–28 aims to
increase the number, frequency and diversity of
Victorians cycling for transport. This strategy sets out
the strategic basis for Victorian Government funding
commitments to develop a safer, better-connected
network and prioritise strategic cycling corridors.
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WURUNDJERI
WOI WURRUNG
PEOPLE AND
CUSTODIANSHIP
OF THE
BIRRARUNG
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WILIP-GIN BIRRARUNG MURRON
We the Woi wurrung, the First People,
and the Birrarung, belong to this Country.
This Country and the Birrarung are part
of us. The Birrarung is alive, has a heart,
a spirit and is part of our Dreaming. We
have lived with and known the Birrarung
since the beginning. We will always know
the Birrarung.
Bunjil the great Eagle, the creator spirit,
made the land, the sky, the sea, the
rivers, flora and fauna, the lore. He
made Kulin from the earth. Bunjil gave
Waa, the crow, the responsibility of
Protector. Bunjil’s brother, Palliyang, the
Bat, created Bagarook, women, from the
water. Since our beginning it has been
known that we have an obligation to
keep the Birrarung alive and healthy –
for all generations to come.

Introduction to the Wurundjeri Woi wurrung people
’We, the Wurundjeri Woi wurrung people, are the Traditional Owners of Country
that extends from the mouth of the Werribee River, north to the Great Dividing
Range, east to Mount Baw Baw, and south to the mouth of the Mordialloc
Creek*’

Today, the Wurundjeri Woi wurrung people are represented by the Wurundjeri
Woi wurrung Cultural Heritage Aboriginal Corporation. Established over 35 years
ago, the corporation is a self-funded business and charity, which provides an
avenue for Settler Australians to engage with Wurundjeri Woi wurrung people
and culture. The corporation was appointed as a Registered Aboriginal Party in
2008.

The Birrarung is central to the Wurundjeri Woi wurrung people and our
Dreaming. The city of Melbourne grew from the banks of the Birrarung – the
river has allowed it to become the vibrant city it is today – but this has come
at great cost to the Wurundjeri Woi wurrung people and the Birrarung itself.

The corporation’s core purpose is the protection, preservation and revitalisation
of Wurundjeri Woi wurrung culture. It also aims to contribute to the governance
of Wurundjeri Woi wurrung Country, working with the state and local
government to achieve this goal.

When Wurundjeri Woi wurrung Elders introduced the Yarra River Protection
(Wilip-gin Birrarung murron) Act 2017 (the Act) on the floor of the Victorian
Parliament in the Woi wurrung language, it was an Australian first. The symbolism
of the Act is incredibly significant for the Wurundjeri Woi wurrung and for all
Aboriginal Victorians, marking a major step towards acknowledging the rights
of Traditional Owners as well as the importance of Traditional Owner language
and culture.

The corporation has a Country plan called ‘Narrap’ (Country), which is being
updated. The Narrap plan outlines the corporation’s engagement within the
natural resource management sector, our goals and aspirations for Wurundjeri
Woi wurrung Country, and pathways to achieving these goals. It covers fire,
forestry, planning, biodiversity, water, and information management processes.

As Traditional Owners, the Wurundjeri Woi wurrung people have the cultural,
legislated, and moral authority to speak for our Country. We have an unbroken
relationship with our Country. Wurundjeri Woi wurrung people do not separate
the Birrarung from Port Phillip Bay (‘Narrm’), or regard the Birrarung as segmented
according to reaches. Nor do we separate the river corridor from the rest of the
Yarra catchment. For us, the landscape through which the Birrarung flows, from
its source to the sea, is one integrated, living, cultural landscape.

The activities outlined in this chapter of the Yarra Strategic Plan align with the
Narrap plan.

‘The Yarra River is an icon of Melbourne. The
history is rich. The river is respected. The river has
been looked after by us for thousands of years.
Make it clean and let the species live.’
– Aunty Alice Kolasa

‘Under Wurundjeri Woi wurrung lore, it is the
responsibility of everyone living on Country to
protect the water and the land.’
– Aunty Di Kerr
* Acknowledging the Wurundjeri Woi wurrung people’s consideration of Country, no Traditional Owner Group/s have yet been formally recognised by the State of Victoria for parts of
this area.

Draft Yarra Strategic Plan

Part 1

33

Wurundjeri Woi wurrung missions, protectorate stations
and government reserves
1837–1839	Port Phillip Aboriginal Mission
(current-day Botanic Gardens)
1840	Jacksons Creek and Arthurs Seat
(temporary)

Postcolonial history
Prior to European contact there were numerous clans of the Wurundjeri Woi
wurrung people. The introduction of diseases and the treatment of Aboriginal
people by colonists reduced the Indigenous population significantly. Only
one of the Wurundjeri Woi wurrung clans survived European settlement: the
Wurundjeri Willam balluk clan of the Birrarung (Yarra River).
To understand the Wurundjeri Woi wurrung people and the Birrarung today,
it is essential to understand postcolonial history. The story of the Wurundjeri
Woi wurrung people is a story of survival in the face of brutality, hardship and
systematic policies of aggressive dispossession and dispersal. As Europeans
expanded their footprint across the Port Phillip District of New South Wales, later
Victoria, the surviving Wurundjeri Woi wurrung people were forced to relocate,
time and time again despite active petitioning for a permanent settlement on
their Country.

‘The Birrarung is part of our identity.’
– Aunty Margaret Gardiner
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1840–1843

Narre Narre Warren

1841–1851

Merri Creek Protectorate Station

1852–1862

	Pound Bend, Warrandyte
(reserved land but functioned as a
rations depot due to gold mining
activities)

1859–1860	Acheron Station
(North of the Great Dividing Range)
1860–1863	Mohican Station
(Adjacent to Acheron Station)
1863–1924

Coranderrk Station

The Wurundjeri Woi wurrung also established informal
camps along the Birrarung at Bolin Bolin (Bulleen),
south of the Yarra in the Melbourne settlement, and in
the upper Yarra.

Ngurungaeta Simon Wonga was eventually successful in securing a permanent
reserve for the Wurundjeri Woi wurrung people on Country at Coranderrk Station
(in current day Healesville). Initially very successful and profitable, Coranderrk
Station and residents produced hops and wheat while maintaining a butcher,
dairy and garden, with the produce sustaining the community. The station
provided Wurundjeri Woi wurrung people, and members of dislocated tribes,
with stability and a sense of community in an otherwise challenging social and
political milieu.
Coranderrk’s prosperity proved its downfall; successive decisions by the
Aboriginal Protection Board imposed increasingly harsh restrictions and
inflexible regulations, which frustrated the commercial viability of the station.
The government eventually closed Coranderrk Station in 1924 and moved its
residents to Lake Tyers Mission in Gippsland. However, five people, including
Wurundjeri Woi wurrung Ancestor Jemima Wandin, refused to leave. This
account is documented in our oral history and you can read about this in a
book called Rebellion at Coranderrk.

‘We will show the country that the station could
self-support itself.’
– Ngurungaeta William Barak, Coranderrk
letter of petition, 16 November 1881
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Significant sites and areas for protection

‘The river is our physical and spiritual connection
to this land.’
– Uncle Bill Nicholson
Wurundjeri Woi wurrung people are often called upon to identify sites of
significance on Country. When referring to a significant place within our
Country, its significance is as much based upon emotion, knowledge and
intangible value as it is upon artefacts and tangible heritage. Place boundaries
are changeable, shifting location even between individuals. These are
concepts that do not always align with the modern view of property boundaries
and ownership that restrict access and define land use.
Though some significant areas have been identified for the Yarra Strategic Plan,
it is important to note:
• All of Country is important to Wurundjeri Woi wurrung people, being a
continuous and interconnected landscape.
• Wurundjeri Woi wurrung values do not end at property boundaries and do
not only occur on Crown land.
• Some places will have values that are known only to Wurundjeri Woi wurrung
people.
• There are places on-Country that contemporary Wurundjeri Woi wurrung
people are yet to reconnect with, as access to these landscapes has been
disrupted for many generations.
• Place and space are conceptually different for Wurundjeri Woi wurrung
people and may be linked through songlines, stories and view lines, and
astrological connections.
The areas identified as significant have values that are known to Wurundjeri Woi
wurrung people and are still semi-accessible to people today. (The lists shown
here are just a sample; they do not include all the sites/areas of significance to
the Wurundjeri Woi wurrung people.)
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Priority boat launch site

Wurundjeri area for protection

The Wurundjeri Woi wurrung people consider the following places along the Birrarung (Yarra) to be sites of
Wurundjeri site of significance
significance:
Federation Square*

Traditional meeting place of the Kulin.

MCG*

Significant ceremonial ground used right up until the Wurundjeri Woi wurrung people were
displaced from Melbourne city.

Dights Falls

Urban renewal
Birrarung crossing place for the Wurundjeri Woi wurrung where a canoe was not required.

Yarra Bend

Site of the first Aboriginal School. Also known as an important Kulin meeting place and the
site of the first Aboriginal Police Station.

Yarra Flats

Area of significant cultural resources: food, fibre, and medicine. It is also a meeting place
with other Kulin groups.

Confluence of the
Maribyrnong and Yarra*

High-resource area in the swampy salt flats. Higher ground on the western side for meeting
and trade with other Kulin groups.

Bend of Islands

Environmental Living Zone where landowners are required to maintain and manage the
environmental and cultural values of the land. Adjacent to the Birrarung. No non-native
species.

Coranderrk

Land procured by Wonga and Barak for the Wurundjeri Woi wurrung and Aboriginal people
displaced from their homelands, originally including Healesville on the Yarra River.

Birrarung (the Yarra) Falls*

Natural crossing point for Wurundjeri Woi wurrung, located south of current-day Queen
Street. This waterfall was the natural rock barrier that separated the salty tidal water from the
fresh water that flowed from the Birrarung. The Yarra Falls were blasted away with explosives
in the 1880s to make way for Queens Bridge.

* Acknowledging the Wurundjeri Woi wurrung people’s consideration of this location as a site of significance, no Traditional Owner Group/s
have yet been formally recognised for this area of land by the State of Victoria.
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Urban Habitat Corridors

Catchment links

Urban Extent

‘It’s fantastic that our cultural views and values
are being
acknowledged.’
Significant Places
– Aunty Pat Ockwell (Senior Wurundjeri Elder)
The Wurundjeri Woi wurrung people have identified the following
Areas of Protection
sites as areas for protection:
Merri Confluence
Traditional eel fishing ground and meeting place was
important to the Wurundjeri Woi wurrung people and is
currently the subject of a Cultural Values Study.
Key Biodiversity Links
Merri Confluence
Initiation place for the Wurundjeri Woi wurrung.
Bolin Bolin
Billabong

Brushy Creek
Confluence

William Barak’s birth place is located on the banks of
Brushy Creek.

Significant site
Contains historic eel traps, which are actively
Laughing Waters
maintained by the Corporation in association with Parks
(Garambi Baan)
Victoria.
Important gathering place and area high in food
Commercialresources.
land
Bulleen is a place where important settler
Bulleen-Banyule
and Indigenous relations played out within the political
Flats
context of the Aboriginal Protectorate.

Yering

Site of Yering Station. On 13 January 1840 Wurundjeri
Woi wurrung warriors fought troopers of the Border
Bushfire Management
Police to secure the release of Wurundjeri Woi wurrung
leader Jaga Jaga.

Reservoirs

LSIO
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Significant billabongs
There are also areas on Wurundjeri Woi wurrung Country that have yet to be
investigated, including ancient billabongs and prior waterways that retain their
cultural value and significance.
Wurundjeri Woi wurrung Cultural Heritage Aboriginal Corporation acknowledge
that the Birrarung landscape is dynamic and, that over the 40,000 years of our
occupation, the river has changed its course.
The changing course of the Birrarung has resulted in the presence of many
billabongs, of which some of the oldest have been filled with sediment. These
ancient places may hold evidence of our occupation, including tangible
cultural material. The filled billabongs are often connected hydrologically to
the Birrarung and are visible in aerial imagery. The corporation believes these
places should be recognised within the context of the Yarra Strategic Plan.

Our response to the Act and the community vision: Nhanbu
narrun ba ngargunin twarn Birrarung (Ancient Spirit & Lore of
the Yarra)
The Yarra River Protection (Wilip-gin Birrarung murron) Act 2017 is the first
Victorian legislation with a bilingual title and preamble in a Traditional Owner
language (Woi wurrung). Including Wurundjeri Woi wurrung people in the
Act, as well as our language, values, and Elders, was a profoundly important
moment for all Indigenous Australians and First Nations peoples.

‘Having our name in the Act finally gives us
a legal mechanism to have a say about the
Birrarung. We want to protect our homelands.’
– Allan Wandin

Our vision for the Birrarung complements and strengthens the broader
community vision. Together, the community vision and Nhanbu narrun ba
ngargunin twarn Birrarrung (Ancient Spirit & Lore of the Yarra) form the basis of
the Yarra Strategic Plan.
The Birrarung water policy outlines our contributions to the Yarra Strategic Plan’s
objectives and includes our own performance objectives and targets. The
Yarra Strategic Plan has been guided by Nhanbu narrun ba ngargunin twarn
Birrarrung (Ancient Spirit & Lore of the Yarra) and has incorporated some of our
policy values, actions and examples of priority projects.

The Wurundjeri Woi wurrung people take their responsibility for the Birrarung
seriously. In response to the Act and the Yarra River 50 Year Community Vision,
the corporation gathered together the Wurundjeri Woi wurrung community
to determine their aspirations for the Birrarung and develop a framework for
involvement in the development of the Yarra Strategic Plan.
The Wurundjeri Woi wurrung Birrarung water policy, Nhanbu narrun ba
ngargunin twarn Birrarung (Ancient Spirit & Lore of the Yarra), is a policy
document that outlines Wurundjeri Woi wurrung aspirations for community and
Country, and the fundamental connection of both to the Birrarung.
The development of the policy was driven by the Wurundjeri Woi wurrung
community and enabled us to articulate our vision for the Birrarung. Our
connection to the land and waterways is unique and our cultural knowledge
and understanding of the landscape is reflected throughout the document.

‘Water Rangers would allow us to practice our
culture without asking government permission
to do so. In real terms, we could actually be
custodians of the river.’
– Aunty Gail Smith

The Birrarung water policy provides clear guidance on when and how
responsible public entities, in general, should collaborate with relevant
Traditional Owner groups on planning, policy and decision-making. The policy
flags the corporation’s intention for collaboration and that this collaboration
should be culturally respectful and adequately resourced.
The foreword of the policy identifies a need to adopt a whole-of-system/river
approach, including the need to establish cultural and environmental corridors
in order to connect the river to areas beyond Yarra River land.
Securing and protecting the footprint of the Birrarung is essential for the health
of Wurundjeri Woi wurrung people and Country, as well as the wellbeing of the
diverse communities of Greater Melbourne.
The Wurundjeri Woi wurrung’s Birrarung water policy identifies and prioritises the
following projects from the Yarra River Action Plan:
• cultural practice, knowledge and cultural mapping
• direct meaningful engagement with the Abbotsford River Structure Plan
• direct meaningful engagement with the Bulleen-Banyule Cultural River
Precinct Structure Plan
• Bolin Bolin Billabong Complex rewatering, research and practice.
Nhanbu narrun ba ngargunin twarn Birrarung (Ancient Spirit & Lore of the Yarra)
and the Narrap plan are evolving documents which respond to policy shifts and
threats to Country, including large infrastructure projects, sale of Crown land,
changes to land use, rapid urban expansion and agricultural intensification.
Draft Yarra Strategic Plan
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‘The Yarra is one of the major transport routes. We
didn’t have a train system in those days, we had
a water system.’
– Ron Jones
Next steps for Wurundjeri Woi wurrung Cultural Heritage
Aboriginal Corporation
Being legislatively embedded in the Act, as well as having the further
opportunity to participate in the management of the Birrarung via the Yarra
Strategic Plan, has been highly significant to the Wurundjeri Woi wurrung
people.
Although not shared in this chapter, our aspirations, which include policy and
legislative reform, have been determined and endorsed by Wurundjeri Woi
wurrung Elders on our Board of Directors. We now plan to work with the Yarra
Collaboration Committee to cement our aspirations for the Birrarung within the
Yarra Strategic Plan.
In particular, our thinking has been shaped by the Echuca Declaration and the
National Cultural Flows Initiative. The Echuca Declaration defines a concept
called ‘cultural flows’ which describes water justice for Traditional Owners.

Cultural Flows
‘“Cultural Flows” are water entitlements that are legally and beneficially owned
by the Nations of a sufficient and adequate quantity and quality to improve
the spiritual, cultural, natural, environmental, social and economic conditions of
those Nations. These are our inherent rights.’
– Murray Lower Darling Rivers Indigenous Nations (MLDRIN)
Echuca Declaration, 2007.

‘The river was the main source of our culture and
economy. Our relationship is both physical and
spiritual. Cultural Flows are a modern way of
interpreting this relationship.’
– Uncle Bill Nicholson
We look forward to sharing our position in the final version of the Yarra Strategic
Plan, along with the context needed for the broader community and Yarra
Collaboration Committee understand our aspirations.

‘The Birrarung is life.’
– Jacqui Wandin
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COLLABORATIVE
ACTIONS FOR
THE NEXT 10
YEARS

How we manage the Yarra River
Over the last few decades, there have been several visionary government
and community-led initiatives to improve the health of the Yarra River and its
lands including introducing planning and land use controls, setting aside large
areas of green open space, sewering new suburbs, large-scale community
revegetation programs and constructing a network of recreational trails along
the river.
Community custodianship plays an important part in modern management of
our river, with volunteers spending around 50,000 hours a year working in parks
along the Yarra.
In the coming year we will invest over $80 million in the management of the
Yarra River corridor. Although this investment will lead to good outcomes for the
river, in the future we will work across organisational boundaries to leverage our
efforts and get the greatest benefit for the river and the community.

Holistic management of the river corridor
In line with community feedback, the Act calls for modern governance and
management arrangements that recognise the importance of the Yarra River
and its parklands to the economic prosperity and vitality of Melbourne.
We need a more coordinated approach to investment and decision-making to
realise Traditional Owner’s aspirations and the community’s vision and ensure
the river corridor remains central to life in Greater Melbourne. To ensure a
holistic approach to the management of the river and its environs, all agencies
responsible for management of the river will work together, across boundaries,
to manage the river as one living entity.
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The Yarra Strategic Plan will focus on achieving collaborative management on
Yarra River land. These state and publicly owned lands have been declared to
enable coordinated management and ensure the continued health of the river.
Working to coordinate our management and investment on Yarra River land
will enable ongoing collaboration between agencies and Traditional Owners,
which in the longer term, can extend beyond Yarra River land.

Our commitment to future management
The Yarra Strategic Plan has been developed by a governance group made
up of the representatives from the Wurundjeri Woi wurrung Cultural Heritage
Aboriginal Corporation as well as the 15 state and local agencies who
manage the Yarra River corridor. This group, known as the Yarra Collaboration
Committee, exemplifies the transformational partnerships we are seeking and
demonstrates a serious commitment to cross-boundary management of the
Yarra River.

4. Government agencies and Traditional Owners are supported in their
transition to deliver on the 50 Year Community Vision and the Birrarung Water
Policy.
Consistent with the Act, each of the responsible public entities15,16:
• must not act inconsistently with any part of the Yarra Strategic Plan that is
expressed to be binding on the entity in relation to Yarra River land. There are
no binding elements in this draft Plan. Elements of the Land Use Framework
will be made binding by updating the Victorian Planning Provisions once the
final Yarra Strategic Plan is endorsed and approved
• must have regard to the Yarra protection principles (refer to Figure 1),
and those parts of the Yarra Strategic Plan not expressed to be binding
on the entity
• must prepare an annual report on their implementation of the Yarra
Strategic Plan. This report will include actions and projects delivered towards
the plan’s performance objectives

In order to implement the Yarra Strategic Plan, the Yarra Collaboration
Committee has decided that we need to embed long-term change in the way
government agencies and councils work together in the Yarra River corridor.
To embed collaborative management of the Yarra River corridor, the plan
proposes four changes to be implemented over the next 10 years:

• a responsible public entity which is a planning authority must not prepare
a planning scheme amendment that relates to Yarra River land that is
inconsistent with anything in the Yarra Strategic Plan expressed to be binding
on them

1. There is continued commitment of the Yarra Collaboration Committee to
oversee rolling three-yearly implementation plans and ensure whole-ofgovernment decision-making for Yarra River lands.

• any planning scheme amendment to zoning controls that allows for Greater
Yarra Urban Parklands land to be used in a way that is inconsistent with the
Yarra Strategic Plan be ratified by Parliament (in accordance with section
46AAB of the Planning and Environment Act 1987).

2. There is commitment to coordinated investment decisions on Yarra River
land.
3. All stakeholders, including the community, are involved in taking care of
the river.

This does not apply in relation to a declared project within the meaning of the Major
Transport Project Facilitation Act 2009.
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The Yarra River Protection (Wilip-gin Birrarung murron) Act 2017 sets out 19 protection principles for Yarra River land, related to six themes:

General principles – Decision-making related to
Yarra River land integrates environmental, social and
cultural factors, including climate change. Care for
the environment is a shared societal responsibility.
Environmental principles – Protecting biodiversity
and ecological integrity is paramount and decisions
should result in a net gain for the environment on
Yarra River land.
Social principles – Ensuring the community is involved
in decision-making to protect the landscape amenity
of Yarra River land.

Figure 1 Themes of the Yarra protection principles
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Recreational principles – Ensure appropriate
community use, enjoyment and access to Yarra
River land.
Cultural principles – Ensure Traditional Owners are
involved in decision-making and their cultural values,
heritage and knowledge is acknowledged, reflected,
protected and promoted. Ensure Aboriginal and
postcolonial heritage is protected on Yarra River land.
Management principles – Decision-making related
to Yarra River land should result from coordinated
between all levels of government and government
agencies and aim for the best outcomes beyond
compliance.

Our framework for collaborative action
The passing of the Act signalled an important shift in the way the Yarra River
corridor is managed and protected. The Act requires that the Yarra River
corridor should be protected as one living and integrated natural entity and
outlines the strategic framework for the Yarra Strategic Plan (refer to Figure 2).
In addition, the Act calls for the development of the Yarra River 50 Year
Community Vision, which is complemented by the Birrarung Water Policy,
Nhanbu narrun ba ngargunin twarn Birrarung (Ancient Spirit & Lore of the Yarra).
Together the Act, the community vision and the Birrarung Water Policy set the
direction for how we manage the Yarra River collaboratively.
The four performance objectives represent the change we are seeking for the
river in the next 10 years. They set the foundation for achieving the 50 year
community vision. The objectives have been informed by the community vision,
the Act and the broad objectives contained in the Yarra River Action Plan17. The
performance objectives guide the Yarra Strategic Plan and our commitment to
a new, modern governance approach.
Priority projects will be developed for the final plan. These are projects that go
above and beyond business as usual and can be assessed annually by the Yarra
Collaboration Committee. Projects will be assessed by the following criteria:
• extent to which they capitalise on opportunities – e.g. the ability to i)
leverage existing funding opportunities, ii)partner with Traditional Owners
and ii) align to delivering the community vision
• extent to which they contribute to the protection and enhancement of the
Yarra River corridor and build resilience to climate change; e.g. the ability
to i) deliver on the performance objectives, ii) achieve benefits for the
broader community and iii) and address the impacts of climate change and
population growth.

*

10 year actions: The Yarra Strategic Plan focuses on coordinating investment
across responsible public entities to improve public land and waterway
management and achieve the Yarra River 50 Year Community Vision and the
Birrarung Water Policy. The plan will do this by working towards achieving the
10 year performance objectives on Yarra River land. The draft plan sets out a
series of foundational actions* to enable collaborative management of the
Yarra River and achieve the 10 year performance objectives.
Decision-making framework: To ensure implementation and decision-making
meets the performance objectives, a decision-making framework will enable
coordinated investment decisions on Yarra River land, led by the Yarra
Collaboration Committee. The decision-making framework will ensure alignment
with the Yarra River protection principles on Yarra River land and achieve the
management principles (refer to Figure 1) to:
• Ensure coordination between all levels of government and government
agencies when designing policies and programs and making decisions in
relation to Yarra River land.
• Use the best practicable measures available at the time when designing
policies and programs.
• Aim for continuous improvement and extend beyond compliance with
relevant laws and requirements when implementing natural resource
management.
The decision-making framework is still in draft and will be tested within the Yarra
Collaboration Committee before its inclusion into the final Yarra Strategic Plan.

All actions are subject to funding
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Land use framework: The framework provides a series of actions and directions
to ensure the Yarra River is at the heart of decision-making for land use and
development activities in the corridor. The framework will ensure that the
health and integrity of the river are protected through a number of statutory
mechanisms. Implementing the land use framework through planning schemes
will ensure that land uses and activities, including on private land, can deliver
on the Yarra Strategic Plan’s performance objectives.
Modern governance and the role of the Birrarung Council: As part of our
progress towards modern governance, we will work to align our normal business
to achieve the 10 year performance objectives. This includes identifying
opportunities for annual investment on Yarra River land, implementing the land
use framework through planning decisions and completing a report on the
implementation of the Yarra Strategic Plan.
To support the Yarra Collaboration Committee, the Minister for Water will
nominate one responsible public entity as the lead agency for implementation.
The lead agency will:
• Enable the Yarra Collaboration Committee to implement the decisionmaking framework and deliver the 10 year actions.
• Draft the implementation plan in partnership with the Yarra Collaboration
Committee.
• Coordinate the development of a consolidated annual report, using
information provided by each responsible public entity. They will then submit
the report to the Birrarung Council18.
The Birrarung Council, established by the Act as the independent voice of
the river, will then provide a response to this consolidated annual report,
which outlines progress towards the community vision. To ensure appropriate
accountability, the Birrarung Council’s report will be delivered to the Minister for
Water, to be tabled in parliament.

46

Draft Yarra Strategic Plan

10 year actions
Over the next 10 years, the Yarra Strategic Plan will focus on coordinating
investment across responsible public entities to improve public land and
waterway management and achieve the 10 year performance objectives on
Yarra River land. The actions outlined are considered priorities for the corridor,
and build on the many initiatives already underway in the catchment.

Figure 2: Yarra Strategic Plan framework

Yarra River Protection (Wilip-gin Birrarung murron) Act 2017
Yarra River 50 Year Community Vision and Nhanbu narrun ba ngargunin twarn Birrarung (Birrarung Water Policy)
DRAFT YARRA STRATEGIC PLAN 10 YEAR PERFORMANCE OBJECTIVES

A healthy river
and lands.

A culturally diverse
river corridor.

YARRA STRATEGIC PLAN

Quality parklands for a
growing population.

Protecting the Natural Beauty
of the Yarra River corridor

Protecting the natural beauty
of the Yarra River corridor.

MODERN GOVERNANCE APPROACH

Priority projects: coordinated investment for
the protection and improvement of Yarra
River land, above business as usual.

10 year actions: collaborative actions on
Yarra River land.
Decision-making framework: best practice
approach, to guide consistent decisionmaking on Yarra River land.
Land use framework: ensuring that the
Yarra is at the centre of future land use and
development decisions.

Responsible Public Entities:
aligning business as usual

Yarra Collaboration Committee: collaborative
management and coordinated investment

Opportunities for annual investment
on Yarra River land.

Apply the decision-making framework
to inform coordinated decisions and
investment on Yarra River land

Day to day management of the
river and its parklands.

Delivering the 10 year actions

Implementing the Land use framework
through planning decisions.

Implementation plan: 3 year rolling plan

Annual reporting on the implementation
of the Yarra Strategic Plan.

Annual report
(prepared by lead agency)

BIRRARUNG COUNCIL: ADVOCACY FOR THE RIVER
• Review and enquire about the implementation of the Yarra Strategic Review.
• Prepare an annual report for the Minister for Water on Responsible Public Entities implementation of the Yarra Strategic Plan.
The annual report will be tabled by the Minister for Water before each house of parliament.
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Performance objective 1: A healthy river and lands
Improving the water quality of the Yarra River and protecting its
land, floodplains and billabongs to achieve greater biodiversity.

With substantial projected population growth, rising temperatures and
decreasing rainfall, the health of the river corridor is under significant
pressure. More frequent extreme weather events due to climate change will
have a detrimental impact on biodiversity and water availability, and increase
bushfire risk.
Building the resilience of our Yarra River and its parklands is crucial to delivering
Traditional Owners’ aspirations and the community’s vision. We must act
now to protect the Yarra River corridor’s environment and secure the social,
recreational and economic benefits of the river for future generations.
To deliver a healthy river and lands, the Yarra Strategic Plan builds on existing
state and regional environmental initiatives such as the Biodiversity Strategy
2037, the Regional Catchment Strategy and the Healthy Waterways Strategy.
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The Yarra Strategic Plan will:
1. Restore billabongs and wetlands by increasing water for the environment
and undertaking complementary land and water management.
2. Strengthen terrestrial and aquatic habitat corridors between the Yarra River
and the catchment to support biodiversity. Priorities include:
-

Healesville to Warrandyte

-

Healesville to Millgrove

-

Watsons Creek (area for protection)

-

Gardiners Creek (celebrating significant places).

3. Deliver foundational actions to achieve Traditional Owners’ aspirations and
the community’s vision for ‘clean waters’. This includes:
-

reducing the volume of litter impacting the Yarra River

-

strengthening stormwater management controls and strategies

-

increasing education, awareness and regulation to reduce pesticides
and chemicals entering the waterway

-

improving septic tank and wastewater management.

Swimming in the Yarra River
For decades the Race to Princes Bridge attracted hundreds of entries
each year. The race ran from 1913 until its cancellation in 1964. It is still
possible to enjoy a swim in the Yarra, but due to boating activity it is
illegal to swim below Gipps Street in Abbotsford.
The Traditional Owners’ aspirations and community’s vision for ‘clean
waters’ demonstrates a strong desire to continue the tradition of
swimming in the river. By delivering the actions under this performance
objective we aim to improve water quality to ensure people can
continue swimming in the Yarra.
Melbourne Water and EPA Victoria monitor recreational water quality at
four sites over summer to ensure they are safe for swimming. Monitoring
takes place at Launching Place, Healesville, Warrandyte and Kew.
From a water quality perspective, Warrandyte is consistently the best
location for swimming, while Healesville and Kew vary between summers.
If it has rained in the past 48 hours, people are advised not to swim in
the river.
To check whether it’s safe to swim visit Yarra Watch:
yarraandbay.vic.gov.au/yarra-watch

Image source: State Library Victoria
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Figure 3: Representation of a healthy river and lands in the future.
Yarra River land declared to support
the health and integrity of the river.
Protecting the riverbank and streamside vegetation through
weed control, fencing and planting native vegetation.

Promoting sustainable land use
practices and reduced pesticides and
chemicals entering the waterway.

Restoring the Yarra’s billabongs.

Strengthened habitat corridors
to support biodiversity.

Connecting rural
properties to the
sewerage system.

Improved trail networks and
connection to the river.

Townships implement stormwater capture,
harvesting and infiltration strategies
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‘Flowing from source to sea, it is the
resilient lifeblood of past, present and
future generations of Victorians.’
‘Its clean waters and connected
network of thriving green spaces nurture
biodiversity, and deepen the relationship
between people and nature.’
‘Its health and integrity are paramount
and uncompromised.’
– Yarra River 50 Year Community Vision

Draft Yarra Strategic Plan

Part 1

51

Performance objective 2: A culturally diverse river corridor
Acknowledging, protecting and commemorating the rich
heritage of the Birrarung and its stories.

The river’s history and heritage are documented in numerous sources;
however, no single heritage assessment exists for the Yarra River, Birrarung, and
information contained in council studies is inconsistent. We need consistent
documentation of the cultural and heritage values of the river. Otherwise, we
risk losing or mismanaging places of significance. Pressure for new development
within urban areas may threaten the protection of these important places.
The Wurundjeri Woi wurrung Cultural Heritage Aboriginal Corporation will also
undertake cultural values studies and cultural mapping to identify culturally
significant landscapes along the river. All of these places form part of Wurundjeri
Woi wurrung peoples’ cultural knowledge. Some information from this study
will be shared publicly, while some sites will remain part of the Wurundjeri Woi
wurrung people’s cultural knowledge.
To deliver a culturally diverse river corridor and share the stories of the river, the
Yarra Strategic Plan will support a consistent approach to providing information
about the Yarra’s history and important sites.

‘Our Yarra River, Birrarung, its essential role in
our lives and its rich history, are respected,
understood and protected.’
‘The vital and continued role of Traditional
Owners as custodians of the river, and its role in
their culture, is recognised and celebrated.’
- Yarra River 50 Year Community Vision
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The Yarra Strategic Plan will:
1. Support Traditional Owners to record the river’s cultural values on Yarra River
land.
2. Pilot interpretive and educational programs for five sites that have shared
values for Traditional Owners and post-settlement cultures. The sites are:
-

Abbotsford Convent, Abbotsford

-

Dights Falls, Abbotsford

-

Bolin Bolin Billabong, Bulleen

-

Domain Parklands, Melbourne

-

Brushy Creek, Wonga Park.

3. Deliver an interactive education program (e.g. signage, and smart device
application) that includes storytelling about the rich culture and heritage of
the Yarra River, Birrarung.

‘Wurundjeri invites all people to see the Birrarung
through our eyes, to talk with us to understand
our values, and to partner with us to re-energise
the river as we fulfil our cultural duty in bringing
the Birrarung back to environmental, cultural,
ceremonial and spiritual health.’

Figure 4: Representation of a culturally diverse river corridor.
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Performance objective 3: Quality parklands for a growing population
Improving the river’s parklands to support community wellbeing and
strengthen the relationship between the Yarra River, its community and
visitors.

The Yarra River flows through around 2,450 ha of parkland and public open
space, supporting a range of recreational, social, environmental and sporting
activities. The diverse spaces along the river help to define our city. They
provide a unique sense of place for local communities, support access and
connection throughout the river corridor and, importantly, they play a vital
role in the community’s health and wellbeing. Visitors can experience highquality services linked to the river corridor during their daily exercise or on longer
journeys The river’s parklands are also enjoyed by the millions of tourists who visit
Melbourne each year.
In January 2018 the Victorian Government declared the Greater Yarra Urban
Parklands. The declaration recognises the network of parklands along the
Yarra as one of Melbourne’s greatest open space assets, which enhances
the city’s economic prosperity, vitality and liveability. The declaration aims to
promote the connection of these parklands to the Yarra River and includes
public open space between Punt Road, South Yarra, and the urban growth
boundary in Warrandyte.
Climate change and a growing population will place pressure on existing
parklands, increasing the demand for access to green space in our bustling
city. Green spaces combat the urban heat island effect and are vital to
keeping Melbourne cool as the climate becomes hotter, drier and more prone
to extreme weather events. Green spaces provide opportunities for integrated
water management projects that help maintain our city’s amenity. We must
account for rising temperatures and reduced water availability in our long-term
planning, all green spaces need to be managed to adapt to and mitigate, the
impacts of climate change. We need to ensure that the quality and quantity of
green space within the corridor continue to offer places of refuge, activity and
connection for the community. The services and experiences in these parklands
also need to be inclusive.
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To deliver the deliver quality parklands for a growing population, the Yarra
Strategic Plan will complement the draft Metropolitan Open Space Strategy’s
three key programs of work: ‘Protect, Optimise and Grow’.
The Yarra Strategic Plan will:
1. Establish a sub-committee of the Yarra Collaboration Committee to support
planning, design and management of the river parklands as one living
entity.
2. Support Traditional Owners to carry out cultural land and water
management practices.
3. Improve community access to the river by connecting recreational trail
networks.
4. Establish partnerships to manage sites with Wurundjeri Woi wurrung Cultural
Heritage Aboriginal Corporation and Traditional Owners.
5. Extend the parkland network to cater for a growing community.
6. Ensure park infrastructure and services are contemporary, inclusive, and
provide multiple benefits.
7. Improve on-water access by constructing all abilities kayak/canoe access
points at key locations. Improve signage and information for on-water
journeys.
8. Develop a 10 year berthing strategy for the lower Yarra River.
9. Ensure access and egress to priority sites along the Yarra River through
investment in a comprehensive dredging operation and ongoing
maintenance dredging for the Yarra River.
10. Form a Yarra River Management Committee to oversee commercial
berthing, events and activation, and infrastructure activities in the lower
Yarra River.

Figure 5: Representation of quality parklands for a growing population in the future.

‘Its connected network of thriving green spaces
nurture biodiversity, and deepen the relationship
between people and nature.’

Opportunities for multiple recreational
uses to support community health and
wellbeing, while protecting the health of
the Yarra River and its lands.

– Yarra River 50 Year Community Vision
Preserved bush character
to support biodiversity
and enable contact with
nature.

Traditional Owners are
supported to carry out
cultural land and water
management practices.

Improved community infrastructure,
designed sensitively for the surrounding
environment.

PLACEHOLDER – refer to view 2 of rendered images

Connected recreational trail
networks to improve community
access to and along the river.

Access to the river for water
based activities and water trails.

Designated places for the community to
connect to the natural landscapes of the river.
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Protecting the Natural Beauty
of the Yarra River corridor

Performance objective 4: Protecting the natural beauty of the Yarra River corridor
Respecting the significance of the Yarra River’s landscapes. Where we build,
we will protect and celebrate the river’s natural beauty, landscapes and views.

As the river journeys from the mountains to the bay, it transitions through a rich
variety of landscapes.
In the rural reaches, the protected forests create a sense of seclusion and offer
a wilderness experience. Through the Yarra Valley, the river’s setting opens out
to expansive and picturesque rural landscapes. Within the suburban reach, the
parklands and conservation areas have created a near-continuous vegetated
corridor along the river’s edge, screening views of residential neighbourhoods
that lie beyond. As the river flows through the heart of Melbourne, activity and
development are in close proximity.
The river’s landscapes are highly valued by the community for their scenic
qualities, environmental diversity, amenity and cultural associations.
There are numerous locations from which to view the river and its landscapes.
This includes formal lookouts, the many bridges which provide long-range
vantage points, and the recreational trails which run alongside the water and
through the parklands.
Within the inner city and suburban reaches, the extensive parklands along
the river’s edge allow for direct access to the river and, in some places, an
‘immersive’ experience of the landscape. However, through the rural areas
there are fewer parks and recreational trails, and opportunities to access and
experience the river are more isolated.
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As our city grows we need to ensure all development along the Yarra is
undertaken in a consistent way that aligns with Traditional Owners’ aspirations
and the community vision. The river’s highly valued and diverse landscapes
must be protected, its role as a vegetated corridor strengthened, and new
opportunities to view, access and experience the river created where possible.
In addition to these actions, the land use framework provides statutory
mechanisms to support many of these outcomes throughout the corridor, on
both private and public land.
The Yarra Strategic Plan will:
1. Enhance the river’s landscapes and views by improving public access,
viewing locations and user experiences (as indicated within the significant
places in the land use framework).
2. Monitor changes in land use in order to prioritise the integration of new open
space, access to the river and habitat corridors.

‘Our Yarra River, Birrarung, and its diverse
surrounding landscapes provide a place of
refuge, recreation, learning and livelihood.’
– Yarra River 50 Year Community Vision

Figure 6: Representation of protecting the natural beauty of the Yarra River corridor in the future.
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Actions, responsibilities and targets
The Yarra Collaboration Committee will coordinate and oversee the delivery of each of the 10 year actions*. This will also be supported by 3 year rolling
implementation plans which will provide greater detail relating to the process for delivery and investment commitment across organisations,

Performance objective 1: A healthy river and lands*
Yarra Collaboration Committee
member(s)

Delivery
timeframe

1. Restore billabongs and wetlands by increasing water for the environment and undertaking
complementary land and water management.

DELWP, Melbourne Water, Wurundjeri
Woi wurrung Cultural Heritage Aboriginal
Corporation

Short term
(1–3 years)

2. Strengthen terrestrial and aquatic habitat corridors between the Yarra River and the catchment to
support biodiversity. Priority areas include:

PPWCMA, Melbourne Water, local
government, Parks Victoria, Wurundjeri
Woi wurrung Cultural Heritage Aboriginal
Corporation, DELWP

Short term
(1–3 years)

• implementing a stormwater awareness and behaviour change campaign targeted at
reducing litter and contamination entering the Yarra River

DELWP, Melbourne Water, local
government, Wurundjeri Woi wurrung
Cultural Heritage Aboriginal Corporation

Short term
(1–3 years)

• increasing education, awareness and regulation to reduce pesticides and chemicals entering
the waterway

Melbourne Water, DELWP, Parks Victoria,
EPA, industry, Wurundjeri Woi wurrung
Cultural Heritage Aboriginal Corporation

Short term
(1–3 years)

• implementing the Stormwater MAC recommendations for the protection of the Birrarung (and
other urban waterways) as follows:

DELWP, Melbourne Water, Parks Victoria, Long term
Wurundjeri Woi wurrung Cultural Heritage (8–10
Aboriginal Corporation
years)

Action

a.
b.
c.
d.

Healesville to Warrandyte
Healesville to Millgrove
Watsons Creek (area for protection)
Gardiners Creek(celebrating significant places).

3. Deliver foundational actions to achieve Traditional Owners’ aspirations and the community’s vision for
‘clean waters’. This includes:

-

investigate changes to the Victorian variation to the Building Code of Australia and
supporting regulations to improve stormwater management from urban development
provide clear and effective accountabilities and funding arrangements for stormwater
management
improve guidance and enforcement of stormwater management during construction.

• improving septic tank and wastewater management using mechanisms such as:
-

education and awareness campaigns
increased compliance
implementation of the state-wide risk assessment framework.

*All actions are subject to funding
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DELWP, Melbourne Water, local
government, EPA, Wurundjeri Woi
wurrung Cultural Heritage Aboriginal
Corporation

Long term
(8–10
years)

Performance objective 2: A culturally diverse river corridor*
Delivery
timeframe

Action

Yarra Collaboration Committee member(s)

1. Support Traditional Owners to record the river’s cultural values on Yarra River land.

Wurundjeri Woi wurrung Cultural Heritage
Aboriginal Corporation, Parks Victoria, local
government

Short term
(1-3 years)

2. Pilot interpretive and educational programs for five sites that have shared values for Traditional
Owners and post-settlement cultures. Sites include:

Heritage Victoria, Museum Victoria, local
government, Wurundjeri Woi wurrung Cultural
Heritage Aboriginal Corporation, Parks Victoria

Medium
term
(4–7 years)

Heritage Victoria, Museum Victoria, local
government, Wurundjeri Woi wurrung Cultural
Heritage Aboriginal Corporation, Parks Victoria

Long term
(8–10
years)

•
•
•
•
•

Abbotsford Convent, Abbotsford
Dights Falls, Abbotsford
Bolin Bolin Billabong, Bulleen
Domain Parklands, Melbourne
Brushy Creek, Wonga Park.

3. Deliver an interactive education program (e.g. signage, and smart device application) that
includes storytelling about the rich culture and heritage of the Yarra River, Birrarung.
*All actions are subject to funding
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Performance objective 3: Quality parklands for a growing population*
Yarra Collaboration Committee
member(s)

Delivery
timeframe

Parks Victoria, local government,
Melbourne Water, Wurundjeri Woi
wurrung Cultural Heritage Aboriginal
Corporation

Short term
(1–3 years)

2. Support Traditional Owners to carry out cultural land and water management practices.

DELWP, Parks Victoria, Wurundjeri Woi
wurrung Cultural Heritage Aboriginal
Corporation, Melbourne Water

Short term
(1–3 years)

3. Improve community access to the river by connecting recreational trail networks as indicated within the
significant places.

VicRoads, Parks Victoria, local
government, Wurundjeri Woi
wurrung Cultural Heritage Aboriginal
Corporation

Medium
term
(4–7 years)

4. Establish partnership to manage sites with Wurundjeri Woi wurrung Cultural Heritage Aboriginal Corporation
and Traditional Owners.

Parks Victoria, Wurundjeri Woi
wurrung Cultural Heritage Aboriginal
Corporation

Medium
term
(4–7 years)

5. Extend the parkland network to cater for a growing community.

DELWP, Parks Victoria, local
government, Wurundjeri Woi
wurrung Cultural Heritage Aboriginal
Corporation

Long term
(8–10
years)

6. Ensure park infrastructure and services are contemporary, inclusive, and provide multiple benefits.

Parks Victoria, local government,
Wurundjeri Woi wurrung Cultural
Heritage Aboriginal Corporation

Medium
term (4–7
years)

7. Improve on-water access by constructing all abilities kayak/canoe access points at key locations and
improve signage and information for on-water journeys.

Parks Victoria, local government,
Department of Transport (including
VicRoads), and VicTrack, Melbourne
Water

Long term
(8–10
years)

8. Develop a 10 year berthing strategy for the lower Yarra River

Parks Victoria, Melbourne City
Council, Traditional Owners

Short term
(1–3 years)

9. Ensure access and egress to priority sites along the Yarra River through investment in a comprehensive
dredging operation and ongoing maintenance dredging for the Yarra River.

Parks Victoria, Traditional Owners

Short term
(1–3 years)

10. Form a Yarra River Management Committee to oversee commercial berthing, events and activation, and
infrastructure activities in the lower Yarra River.
The key terms of reference for this committee would include:

Parks Victoria, Melbourne City
Council, Melbourne Water,
Traditional Owners

Short term
(1–3 years)

Action
1. Establish a sub-committee of the Yarra Collaboration Committee to support planning, design and
management of the river parklands as one living entity. Priority objectives for committee include:
-

ensuring that all Greater Yarra Urban Parklands have a consistent profile and celebrate the relationship
between the river and its parklands

-

delivering a Yarra River Recreation Strategy to support diverse recreational experiences along the corridor.

-

driving the development of a 10 year strategic plan for the lower Yarra River focused on commercial
berthing, events and activation, and infrastructure investment

-

driving the alignment of Parks Victoria and Melbourne City Council annual works programs

-

overseeing the implementation of the outcomes of the Yarra Strategic Plan for the lower Yarra River.

*All actions are subject to funding
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Performance objective 4: Protecting the natural beauty of the Yarra River corridor*
Action

Yarra Collaboration Committee member(s)

Delivery
timeframe

1. Enhance the river’s landscapes and views by improving public access, viewing DELWP, Parks Victoria, local government, Wurundjeri Woi wurrung
Cultural Heritage Aboriginal Corporation
locations and user experiences (as indicated within the significant places in
the land use framework).

Medium
term
(4–7 years)

2. Monitor changes in land use in order to prioritise the integration of new open
space, access to the river and habitat corridors.

Medium
term
(4–7 years)

DELWP, Traditional Owners

*All actions are subject to funding

Each performance objective will have a series of targets against which responsible public entities will measure their progress.
Targets will cover the following areas:
A healthy river and lands:

Quality parklands for a growing population:

• number of hectares of vegetation and habitat corridor that connect to Yarra
River land

• extent of access for all abilities to the Yarra River and its parklands

• proportion of floodplains and billabongs on Yarra River land that are
inundated to meet environmental and cultural objectives

• number of additional walking trails, bicycle paths and on-water access
points.

• maintenance of water quality condition targets as identified in the Healthy
Waterways Strategy.

Protecting the natural beauty of the Yarra River corridor:

A culturally diverse river corridor:
• number of on-Country and river-based learning opportunities supported on
Yarra River land

• number of sites with partnership arrangements with Traditional Owners

• number of sites with improved access and experience for the community
• number of new buildings and infrastructure that are designed to
complement the Yarra River’s landscape and maintain views along the Yarra
River.

• recording of cultural values along the Yarra River corridor through a number
of studies
• opportunities to celebrate the Yarra River’s rich heritage and culture.

These targets will be included in the final plan. They will be developed using input provided by the community and Traditional Owners
during public engagement.
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