Western Treatment Plant - Community
The historic Western Treatment Plant in Werribee is a world leader in environmentally-friendly sewage treatment, and one of Victoria’s most unlikely hidden treasures.
Roughly the size of Phillip Island, the vast site is home to more than just sewage treatment facilities – doubling as a working farm and internationally-recognised bird habitat. Here, agriculture and biodiversity meet resource recovery, education and ecotourism, supporting Melbourne’s renowned liveability.
The township of Cocoroc was founded in 1894 to accommodate the workers and their families of the Werribee Sewage Farm, now known as the Western Treatment Plant.

At its peak, this unique close knit community was home to nearly 500 people, the last of which left Cocoroc in 1973. 
FOLLOW our Western Treatment Plant Online Community Hub and be the first to know about news, events and projects at this world class site.
Narrator – N1 (Margaret Hassett)



[Footage of former Cocoroc resident, Margaret Hassett, at the historic township that was once home to the workers and their families of the Western Treatment Plant] 

In 1953, about '52,'53, Werribee were talking about building a new hospital.

And they needed funds, some money,

and if anybody could think of something to make some money

for the new hospital. So...

We loved football, loved it.

So we decided we'd see if we could get a ladies football team up.

We thought, I wonder if we could get enough. You haven't any idea.

We had to say no more, no more, no more. [Laughs]

We got girls coming in left, right and centre that wanted to play football.

So that's how it started, we had our first game we played here.

Oh, you couldn't believe the people, you could not believe...

Underneath that veranda over there the ladies would hold a stall – what they called a cake stall.

And everything was sold, everything was sold by quarter time.

And it was all for the hospital.

And then we decided we'd team up with Werribee and they had a team too.

When we played in Werribee, I was very worried about that day.

Some of them I don't think agreed with us playing football, didn't, sort of, think it was very ladylike.

But the crowd that turned up there... Oh my God!

Yeah, we made, I think, about $1500 or something like that that day.

We raised a lot of money, a lot of money.

We were friendly with Bruce Comben and he played for Carlton.

And he got Ted Whitten, he came out and umpired the game.

And Charlie Sutton, he came out and he was our coach.

That was the most precious, precious day.

We didn't kick many goals, like it wasn't a really high-scoring game.

I kicked one goal, I kicked one goal and that was down at Chirnside Park.

Monica Carlton handballed the ball to me

and I just grabbed it and kicked it, hoped for the best and it went through. [Laughs]

Yeah, she was a rover, she was the best drop kick...

 [Gasps] You've never seen any... She could drop kick better than any fellow, I tell you, Monica.

Oh, she was a good kick of the football.

Little Elaine Walters, she was a good rover.

Or if somebody was a little bit rough they'd play fullback, you know?

But I played in the ruck and I was captain.

So we'd sit down then and work out the team

and get them all in the middle and tell them what you thought.

Yeah, oh yeah, if you weren't playing well enough they'd be scared because there's somebody else waiting to come on. [Laughs]

And the last game we played here, they carried me off the field. [Laughs]

Very ladylike. The got me up on their shoulders and carried me off the field here.

That was the last game we played here. Yeah, it was great. They were great days.
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